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Synopsis

For those who visit the United Arab Emirates (UAE), staying in its the lavish hotels and browsing in
the ultra-modern shopping malls of Abu Dhabi or Dubai, the country can be a mystery, a glass and
concrete creation that seems to have sprung from the desert overnight. Keepers of the Golden
Shore looks behind this glossy faA§ade, illuminating the regiona ™s history, which stretches from
the ancient Arabian tribes who controlled a desolate but economically important shoreline to the
ostentatious architectural wondersa "bankrolled by a massive wealth of oila "that characterize it
today. AAAAAAAAAAA As Michael Quentin Morton recounts, the region now known as the
UAE likely began as a trading post between Mesopotamia and Oman, and since that time has been
the stage of important economic and cultural exchanges. It has seen the rise and fall of a thriving
pearl industry, piracy, invasions and wars, and the arrival of the oil age that would make it one of the
richest countries on earth. Since the early 1970s, when seven sheikhs agreed to enter into a union,
it has been a sovereign nation, carrying on the resourceful spiritd "with resplendent fervora "that the
brutally inhospitable landscape has long demanded of the people. Ultimately, Morton shows that the

country is not only rich in oil and money but in an extraordinarily deep history and culture.A

Book Information

Hardcover: 256 pages

Publisher: Reaktion Books (March 15, 2016)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1780235801

ISBN-13: 978-1780235806

Product Dimensions: 6 x 1 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.6 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #170,163 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #3 inA Books > History > Middle
East > United Arab Emirates #6715 inA Books > History > World

Customer Reviews

a ceKeepers of the Golden Shore covers the country from prehistory to the present day in less than
250 pages. . . . A welcome, readable, and much-needed starting point for new readers and new
arrivals to the UAE who want a better understanding of the people and places around them.4 ¢
(National)a ceMorton, who grew up in the Gulf, writes with calm authority and rational judgment

about the often passionate rivalry between the various emirates and their ruling families, several of



which engaged in fratricide and other dastardly acts. . . . For anyone who wants to understand from
where what is now the UAE emerged and how that happened this is a most useful and readable
account.a ¢ (Jonathan Fryer InterLib Magazine)a ceMorton offers us a comprehensive history of the
United Arab Emirates from the earliest times to the present. It is an enthralling tale, told with verve
and clarity, and covers the emergence of Greater Oman after the coming of Islam, the rise and fall
of the pearling industry, the hungry years of the Second World War, and the discovery of oil.
Evocative illustrations remind us that this is living history in the sense that much of the history is
relevant to the life of the UAE today, particularly relationships within the emirates and the stated ™s

relations with Iran and Saudi Arabia.a « & “ (Sir Harold Walker, former ambassador to the UAE)

Michael Quentin Morton grew up in Qatar, Bahrain, and Abu Dhabi. He is the author of numerous

books, including Buraimi and Influence and Oil in Arabia.A
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